
Lessons from Mark 9-16 

1. The Transfiguration: A Glimpse of the Kingdom (Mark 9:1–13) 

• The Preview of Glory: Jesus promised some disciples would see the kingdom of 

God come in power. This was fulfilled on the Mount of Transfiguration, offering them 

a real, visual assurance of Christ's divine nature and His eventual Second Coming. 

• The Law and the Prophets: The appearance of Moses (representing the 

resurrected righteous dead) and Elijah (representing those translated without 

seeing death) demonstrates Christ's sovereignty over both "the quick and the 

dead". 

• Listen to Him: God the Father's declaration, "This is my beloved Son. Listen to 

him!" (Mark 9:7) points out that the ceremonial laws and prophetic symbols found in 

the Old Testament now find their ultimate fulfillment and authority in Jesus. 

2. The Power of Prayer and Faith (Mark 9:14–29) 

• Lessons from Failure: When the disciples failed to cast out the mute spirit from 

the boy, Jesus explained to them privately that "This kind can come out only by 

prayer" (Mark 9:29). The lesson is a sobering reminder that spiritual victories cannot 

be achieved through human intellect, past successes, or self-reliance alone. 

• "Help My Unbelief": The desperate father's cry, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!" 

(Mark 9:24) is a deeply relatable lesson. It teaches that even the frailest, most 

imperfect faith is acceptable to God, provided we bring our doubts to Him and rely 

entirely on His power. 

3. True Greatness in Humility (Mark 9:33–37) 

• Servant Leadership: On the way to Capernaum, the disciples were arguing about 

who among them was the greatest. Jesus corrected their worldly ambition with a 

radical kingdom principle: "If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 

servant of all" (Mark 9:35). 

• The Example of a Child: By welcoming a little child, Jesus showed that kingdom 

greatness is not measured by earthly rank, authority, or status. Instead, it is found in 

humility, simplicity, and the willingness to serve the least among society. 

4. Radical Commitment and Purity (Mark 9:42–50) 

• Avoiding Offenses: Jesus uses strong, metaphorical language about cutting off a 

hand or plucking out an eye if it causes one to stumble. This highlights the eternal 

stakes of sin and emphasizes that believers must be willing to make drastic, radical 

sacrifices to protect their spiritual integrity. 

• Salt and Fire: The teaching to be "salted with fire" (Mark 9:49) represents the 

purifying trials and refining processes every believer goes through. Just as salt 

preserves and adds flavor, Christians are called to maintain a pure, preserving 

influence in the world and live at peace with one another. 

 

 



1. The Permanence of Marriage (Mark 10:1-12) 

• The Lesson: When questioned by the Pharisees about divorce, Jesus redirects 

them to the Garden of Eden, emphasizing that marriage was designed to be an 

unbreakable, lifelong covenant between one man and one woman. 

• SDA Perspective: Adventists uphold marriage as a divine institution. While 

acknowledging that human sin has corrupted this ideal (and providing grace and 

guidelines for cases of adultery or abuse in alignment with Matthew 19:9), the 

overarching teaching calls for lifelong fidelity, mutual submission, and the 

preservation of the family unit. 

2. Childlike Faith (Mark 10:13-16) 

• The Lesson: Jesus rebukes the disciples for preventing children from coming to 

Him, declaring that the kingdom of God belongs to those who receive it like a child. 

• SDA Perspective: This passage emphasizes humanity's utter helplessness and 

dependence on God. Adventists stress that salvation is a free gift; like children, 

believers must humbly submit, trusting entirely in the merits of Christ rather than 

relying on their own intellectual maturity, works, or status. 

3. The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17-31) 

• The Lesson: When the wealthy man asks how to inherit eternal life, Jesus 

identifies his love for possessions as an idol and tells him to sell all he has, give to 

the poor, and follow Him. 

• SDA Perspective: This is seen as a crucial test of character and stewardship. The 

man's refusal to part with his wealth reveals that self-interest can override devotion 

to God. Adventists view this as a lesson on total consecration—the idea that all we 

have belongs to God and must be used to bless others, rather than being hoarded 

for personal security.  

4. True Greatness and Service (Mark 10:35-45) 

• The Lesson: James and John ask for positions of authority in Christ’s kingdom. 

Jesus corrects them, stating that "whoever wants to become great among you must 

be your servant." 

• SDA Perspective: This passage establishes the foundation for servant-leadership 

within the church. Adventists emphasize the "Memory Verse" of Mark (Mark 10:45), 

highlighting that Jesus came "not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many." The ultimate example for the believer is a life of humble service 

and self-sacrifice.  

5. Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52) 

• The Lesson: Blind Bartimaeus persistently cries out to Jesus for healing, casting 

aside his cloak and following Him upon receiving sight. 

• SDA Perspective: Bartimaeus represents the spiritual condition of humanity. 

Adventists view the discarding of his cloak as the shedding of his old, sinful life. His 

persistent faith is a model of how believers should passionately seek God, 

unhindered by the crowds or their circumstances 



1. The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11:1-11) 

• The Lesson: Jesus enters Jerusalem not on a warhorse as an earthly conqueror, 

but on a donkey (a symbol of peace, humility, and royalty in biblical times). The SDA 

interpretation underscores that Christ's kingdom is not of this world. He is a King of 

grace, not force. 

• Application: While the crowd eagerly praised Him, many misunderstood His 

mission, wanting political liberation rather than spiritual redemption. Believers today 

are warned against offering shallow, emotional "praise" on one day while failing to 

submit to His rule in daily life. 

2. The Cleansing of the Temple (Mark 11:15-19) 

• The Lesson: Jesus drives out those buying and selling in the temple courts, 

declaring His Father's house should be "a house of prayer for all nations". The 

religious leaders had turned a place meant for spiritual communion into a corrupt, 

money-making enterprise. 

• Application: This is a strong call for spiritual reformation. It reminds Christians to 

keep their lives and church communities free from worldly, self-serving motives, and 

ensures that personal bodies (as temples of the Holy Spirit) remain dedicated to 

God. 

3. The Fig Tree and Fruitless Profession (Mark 11:12-14, 20-22) 

• The Lesson: Jesus curses a fig tree that has leaves but no fruit. This is not an act 

of petty frustration, but a symbolic lesson regarding the Jewish nation. The tree 

represents those who make an outward, pompous display of religion (the leaves) 

but lack the actual fruits of righteousness, justice, and mercy. 

• Application: Adventists emphasize that God expects more than just a formal or 

traditional profession of faith. A genuine connection with Christ must result in a 

transformed character and tangible good works. 

4. Faith, Forgiveness, and Prayer (Mark 11:23-25) 

• The Lesson: When the disciples marvel that the fig tree withered, Jesus tells them 

to "have faith in God". He teaches that faithful, unwavering prayer can overcome 

insurmountable obstacles, but immediately follows this by commanding them to 

forgive others so that God can forgive their trespasses. 

• Application: True, mountain-moving faith is inextricably linked to a forgiving spirit. 

SDA teachings stress that holding grudges, harboring bitterness, and lacking 

compassion cut off the channel of God's blessings and hinder communion with Him. 

 

 

 

 

 



1. The Parable of the Wicked Tenants (Mark 12:1-12) 

• The Meaning: The vineyard is God’s kingdom on earth, the tenants are the 

religious leaders, the servants are the prophets (whom they rejected), and the son 

is Jesus. 

• SDA Lesson: This is a stern warning against spiritual privilege. Ellen G. White 

emphasizes that the Jewish leaders lost their positions of trust because they 

harbored selfishness and rejected the light. It serves as a reminder that possessing 

truth (or doctrinal correctness) means nothing without bearing the fruits of 

righteousness. 

2. Taxes to Caesar (Mark 12:13-17) 

• The Meaning: Trapped by a question about paying the Roman poll tax, Jesus asks 

for a coin and delivers the famous line: "Render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 

• SDA Lesson: Jesus establishes a clear separation between civic duty and ultimate 

spiritual allegiance. While Christians should be good, tax-paying citizens and obey 

the laws of the land, their entire being—their minds, talents, and resources—must 

be surrendered entirely to God. 

3. The Resurrection Question (Mark 12:18-27) 

• The Meaning: The Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection, present a 

complex, hypothetical scenario about a woman married to seven brothers in 

sequence. Jesus corrects them, stating that there is no marriage in heaven. 

• SDA Lesson: The SDA church holds a fundamental belief in a literal, bodily 

resurrection, and rejects the idea of an inherently immortal soul that floats to 

heaven upon death. Jesus makes it clear that earthly, fleshly relationships are 

altered in the heavenly realm, where believers will be like the angels. 

4. The Greatest Commandment (Mark 12:28-34) 

• The Meaning: When asked which commandment is first, Jesus recites the Shema, 

joining love for God (Deuteronomy 6:4) with love for our neighbour (Leviticus 19:18) 

• SDA Lesson: This passage is highly valued in Adventism as the summary of the 

moral law (the Ten Commandments). The first four commandments deal with our 

love toward God, and the last six with our love toward our neighbour. True 

discipleship is defined by unconditional love rather than rigid, loveless legalism.  

5. The Widow's Offering (Mark 12:41-44) 

• The Meaning: Jesus observes the wealthy giving large sums at the temple, but 

points out a poor widow who gives two small copper coins, noting that she gave 

"out of her poverty... everything she had to live on." 

• SDA Lesson: God measures our giving not by the amount, but by the sacrifice 

behind it. SDA teachings use this to stress Christian stewardship and the support of 

the church's work. Even if institutional leaders are corrupt (as they were in Jesus' 

day), a faithful believer's tithes and offerings are an act of worship directed straight 

to God. 



1. The Dual Fulfillment (Type and Antitype) Mark 13 

Jesus blends His prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem (which occurred in \(AD \ 70\)) 

with the end of the world. 

• The Micro View: The destruction of the Temple serves as a type (a smaller-scale 

representation) of the final destruction of the wicked world. 

• The Macro View: The overarching message points to the literal, personal, and 

visible Second Coming of Christ. 

• The Lesson: God's judgments on unfaithfulness are real, but His primary focus is 

preparing believers for His ultimate return. 

2. Stand Firm Through Persecution 

Jesus warns that His followers will face severe trials, betrayals, and persecution. 

• In Adventist history, this mirrors the "Great Tribulation". 

• The Lesson: Christians should not be surprised when the world is hostile. Instead 

of relying on human wisdom, believers are called to trust completely in the Holy 

Spirit to guide them through suffering and give them the words to speak.  

3. Flee from Deception 

Jesus issues a strong warning against false Christs and false prophets who will deceive 

even the elect if possible. 

• The Lesson: Adventists view this as a crucial warning against spiritualism, false 

revivals, and doctrinal deception. Jesus specifically noted that when He returns, it 

will be a literal, unmistakable, worldwide event visible to all—not a secret appearing 

in a specific location.  

4. The Priority of the Gospel 

In the midst of wars, earthquakes, and turmoil, Jesus states that "the gospel must first be 

published among all nations". 

• The Lesson: The church's primary mission in the last days is not merely to 

speculate on the timing of the end, but to actively participate in global evangelism. 

The gospel message of grace must reach every corner of the earth before the end 

arrives. 

5. Call to Watchfulness 

The climax of Mark 13 is the parable of the doorkeeper and the command to "Watch". 

• The Lesson: Christ's followers are called to live in a state of active, joyful 

readiness. Watching does not mean living in fear, panic, or idleness; rather, it 

means staying faithfully at your post of duty, faithfully serving God in the present 

while eagerly anticipating His return. 

 

 

 



1. Extravagant Devotion vs. Selfish Betrayal (Mark 14:1–11) 

• The Anointing: A woman pours expensive perfume on Jesus’ head. SDA 

commentary emphasizes this as an act of pure, unreserved love and foresight, 

recognizing His impending burial. 

• The Contrast: Mark intentionally "sandwiches" this beautiful act between the 

plotting of religious leaders and Judas’ betrayal. While she gives her most precious 

possession, Judas sells the Savior for the price of a slave. 

• The Lesson: True worship requires surrendering your best to God without worrying 

about the criticisms of others.  

2. The Lord's Supper and Humility (Mark 14:12–26) 

• The Passover: Jesus transforms the traditional Passover into the Lord's Supper, 

establishing the bread and wine as symbols of His broken body and shed blood. 

• The Lesson: This ordinance looks forward to Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. SDA 

teachings (following the pattern of John 13, which occurs during this timeframe) 

connect this with the foot-washing, emphasizing that this ordinance is a time of 

spiritual cleansing, renewing the covenant, and demonstrating mutual submission. 

3. The Agony in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32–42) 

• The Struggle: Jesus experiences immense psychological and spiritual agony. He 

takes on the weight of the sins of the whole world, separating Himself from His 

Father’s familiar presence. 

• The Lesson: Jesus’ prayer, "Not what I will, but what You will," is the ultimate 

model for Christian surrender. SDA theology emphasizes that Christ’s triumph 

here—choosing obedience over human desire—reverses the failure of Adam and 

Eve in Eden. 

4. Human Frailty and Desertion (Mark 14:43–52, 66–72) 

• The Disciples: Despite their earlier promises to die with Jesus, they all flee when 

He is arrested. 

• Peter's Denial: Peter warms himself by the enemies' fire and denies even knowing 

Jesus. 

• The Lesson: These verses warn against self-confidence. They also offer a 

profound message of grace: Peter’s failure was not the end of his story. Christ 

sought him out after His resurrection to restore him completely. 

5. Christ's Confession and the Ultimate Example (Mark 14:53–65) 

• The Trial: Before the Sanhedrin, Jesus is falsely accused. When the High Priest 

demands to know if He is the Messiah, Jesus boldly confesses: "I am." 

• The Lesson: Jesus provides the ultimate example of steadfastness in the face of 

injustice and persecution. He remained composed and focused on His divine 

mission, even when subjected to mockery and abuse. 

 



Mark 15 

1. The Choice Between Christ and Barabbas 

• The Lesson: When Pilate offered the crowd a choice, they chose Barabbas (a 

violent insurrectionist and murderer) over Jesus (the Prince of Life). Ellen G. White, 

a foundational figure in the SDA church, emphasized that humanity continually 

faces this same moral crisis. Turning away from truth and yielding to prejudice and 

pride is essentially shouting, "Release unto us Barabbas, but crucify Christ." 

2. The Danger of Worldly Ambition and Envy 

• The Lesson: The religious leaders delivered Jesus out of envy (Mark 15:10) 

because His character and teachings threatened their authority and traditions. 

Seeking power by worldly standards—like the Romans who only wanted to protect 

their empire and the religious leaders who wanted to protect their status—leads 

directly to corruption and the rejection of God. 

3. The True Meaning of the Cross 

• The Lesson: In Adventist theology, the physical anguish of the cross was merely an 

outward picture of the internal agony of \(\sin \). While suspended on the cross, 

Jesus was bearing the full weight and wrath of God against humanity's 

transgression. SDA teachings focus heavily on the crushing spiritual weight Jesus 

felt when the Father hid His face from Him, fearing that the separation might be 

eternal. He endured this so that God would never have to turn His face away from 

you. 

4. The Agony of Separation ("My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?") 

• The Lesson: In Mark 15:34, Jesus cries out in His humanity. As the sacrificial 

substitute for sinners, He experienced the exact anguish of eternal separation from 

God that unrepentant sinners will face. SDA scholar commentary emphasizes that it 

was this absolute sense of spiritual alienation—not just the nails or the thorns—that 

literally broke the heart of the Son of God. 

5. The Tearing of the Temple Veil 

• The Lesson: At the moment of Jesus's death, the thick curtain separating the Holy 

of Holies from the rest of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Mark 

15:38). In SDA teaching, this supernatural event signifies the end of the Levitical 

sacrificial system. It demonstrated that the barrier between humanity and God has 

been completely abolished, allowing believers direct access to the throne of grace 

through the High Priesthood of Jesus.  

6. Courageous Faith (Joseph of Arimathea) 

• The Lesson: In stark contrast to the disciples who fled, Joseph of Arimathea—a 

secret follower of Jesus and a respected member of the Jewish council—gathered 

his courage and boldly went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus (Mark 15:43). 

This serves as a powerful reminder that true faith requires taking a stand for Christ, 

even in a hostile world and amidst those who disrespect and reject Him. 

 



Mark 16 

1. The Power of the Resurrection 

• The Empty Tomb: The women went to the tomb expecting to care for a dead body, 

but found it empty. In SDA teaching, the bodily resurrection of Christ is the 

cornerstone of the Christian faith, guaranteeing the future resurrection of all 

believers. 

• Overcoming Despair: The disciples' initial grief teaches that human limits and 

despair do not have the final say; God's transformative power breaks through our 

darkest moments. 

2. Divine Grace and Forgiveness 

• "Tell His Disciples—and Peter": The angel's specific mention of Peter after his 

denial demonstrates profound grace. SDA doctrine emphasizes that Christ never 

gives up on repentant sinners, no matter how severely they have failed. 

3. The Gospel Commission and the Sabbath 

• Preaching the Word: Verses 15–18 outline the command to take the gospel to the 

entire world. For SDAs, this aligns directly with the end-time mission of sharing the 

Three Angels’ Messages (Revelation 14:6–12) to prepare the world for the Second 

Coming. 

• The Sabbath: The women rested on the "Sabbath according to the commandment" 

(Luke 23:56, directly preceding Mark 16) before bringing spices. SDA theology 

emphasizes this as historical evidence of the sanctity of the seventh-day Sabbath 

right through the New Testament period. 

4. The Ascension and the Second Coming 

• Sitting at the Right Hand: Christ’s ascension to the right hand of God (v. 19) 

marks the beginning of His heavenly ministry as our High Priest in the heavenly 

sanctuary, a unique focus in SDA theology. 

• Hope of Return: The angels at the ascension promised that Jesus would return in 

the same way (Acts 1:11). This chapter serves as the starting point for the church’s 

active, hopeful waiting for the Second Advent. 

5. Christ's Ongoing Presence 

• The Lord Working With Them: The final verse states the Lord was "working with 

them" (v. 20). SDAs believe that just as in the early church, the Holy Spirit 

empowers believers today to spread the gospel message, confirm the truth, and live 

victorious lives. 

 

 

 


